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practice the student must work on such problems as the impor-
tance of expeditions in school, discipline, self-government, out-of-
school work with children, the preparation of lessons, the
amount of matter a lesson should contain, its arrangement, etc.
Pedagogical institutes have the usual social arrangements.
They are all becoming residential, though the hostels are not
necessarily in the same block of buildings as the institute. Large
numbers of the students are married. Where the husband and
wife are studying in the same institute, they live together in the
married quarters of the hostel.
It must not be assumed that completion of the course at the
technicum or institute relieves the teacher of the duty of further
study. To raise the qualifications of workers (this includes pro-
fessional workers) has long been a most insistent slogan. Every
institute organises refresher courses and study courses for
teachers. There are special pedagogical institutes for improving
the qualifications of teachers. The shortage of teachers is most
keenly felt now in the secondary schools. To make good this
shortage the pedagogical institutes have special evening and
correspondence courses for teachers in primary schools who wish
to take up work in the secondary schools. Local education
authorities, or the local branch of the Educational Workers*
Union, organise similar courses.
There are numbers of teachers in primary and nursery-infant
schools who have only received short-term training. The need
was so great that the authorities were forced to take young men
and women with only a seven years' schooling, give them an
intensive three months* course, and then put them in charge of
a class. These teachers are drawn from the ranks of the factory
workers and the peasants. For them there are special evening
and holiday classes to improve their general education and their
teaching capacity. But every teacher is expected to attend some
course or other. For the young and inexperienced very detailed
help is given in the practice of teaching. They apparently need
much more precise instructions than do English teachers. The
Russian generally is not used to planning in the abstract. He